
The Friends of the Royal Navy Submarine Museum 

 The committee meets 4 times per year and this is a summary of the January 2019 

meeting. 

Pat McCaw (Submariners’ Association rep) and WO1 Tony Care (serving 

submariners) were welcomed to their first meeting as committee members. 

There has been a slight drop in visitor numbers (86000 – 80000) 1Apr 2018 to 31 
Jan 2019. This only tells part of the story as there have been a number of successful 
high profile events such as HMS Triumph reunion, HMS Truculent presentation and 
drop-in events to view archives.  Work was in hand to make best use of the waterbus 
facility which acts as something of a bottleneck on access to Gosport. Other 
initiatives to encourage extended dwell time on the site include moving part of the 
assault course currently sited at RM Museum Eastney. 

The installation of the Tomahawk and Polaris missiles is complete although 

interpretive material, and possibly lighting, is still to be completed. 

 Submarine Jolly Rogers will be displayed at a pirate-themed exhibition in 

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. The flags would be shown in context and would be a 

useful signpost to the Submarine Museum itself.  Our webmaster will provide a Jolly 

Roger gallery on the Friends’ website to support this initiative  

The Friends have allocated £71,176 to the museum so far in this financial year, with 

the major items being the missile move and the Garden of Remembrance.  All 

agreed on the high quality of work to date, both the exquisite design of the Garden 

and robust execution. A vote of thanks, unanimously supported, for the unstinting 

efforts of Jock McLees and Claire Baverstock in keeping this demanding project on 

track. Total current assets are £17101 

The website get around 3000 unique visits a month with an average of 6 to 7 pages 
viewed.  While numbers are relatively stable, bandwidth usage is increased 
particularly the downloading of Christopher Napier’s memoir of his father. 

The committee thanked David Ottley, who stands down as the Submariners 

Association rep, for his sterling support over many years and Andy Knox for 

representing serving submariners. 

 


