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It is with deep regret that the PNROA has to record 
that one of its members, Peter Sampson, has 
“crossed the bar.” He sadly passed away at Derriford 
Hospital on 19 May due to complications arising from 
pneumonia having been admitted the previous week.
Peter joined the PNROA in early 2009 and had been 
one of the most regular attendees at our monthly 
functions. He was always pleasant and engaging 
company and his companionship will be sorely 
missed.
Peter was also a regular contributor to the PNROA 
News and through a number of articles we learned 
something of his varied 28 year career in the Royal 
Navy, which he joined as a communications rating 
just before the end of the War. In 1946 Peter was 
serving in HMS LEANDER at the time of the Corfu 
Channel Incident and about which he had some 
very poignant memories. He then transferred to the 
electrical branch and HMS BICESTER was his first 
ship after being rated as a Radio Electrical Mechanic 
(REM1) in 1948. However Peter’s talents did not go 
unnoticed for long and he was later promoted as an 
officer and saw service in submarines including HMS 
TURPIN. 
In a subsequent successful civilian career Peter 
worked in the shipping business, being closely 
involved in the developing container industry.
Given his strong naval background Peter was always 
particularly proud that one of his grandsons James 

had also joined the Royal Navy and is a Lieutenant 
Commander currently serving as WEO in HMS 
RICHMOND.  
His funeral took place at Efford Crematorium on 
Tuesday 2 June 2015. The service was conducted 
by Reverend Harvey Barne and in keeping with naval 
tradition included the naval hymn, ‘Eternal Father 
Strong to Save.’ Members of the PNROA attended 
and a short tribute was made on behalf of the 
Association. Donations were also received on behalf 
of The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Help for Heroes 
and the Alzheimer’s Society.
The thoughts of the PNROA are with Peter’s family.

Peter as a young REM1 in 1949.
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Peter involved in talks with Israeli naval  officers 
concerning the sale of HMS TURPIN


